
 

 

DORMIE 

Executive Director’s report 

I hope you have all had a wonderful 
golf season.  The weather seemed to be 
quite golf friendly in most regions.  I cer-
tainly lucked out in the Hamilton,  
Ontario area.   

Congratulations to Mackenzie Hughes 
of Dundas Valley Golf and Curling Club 
on his first win on the PGA Tour in only 
his 9th start!  He has joined David Hearn 
and Alena Sharp as Tour players that 
grew up play-
ing Stanley 
Thompson 
courses. 

One of the 
highlights of 
my season 
was our annu-
al tournament, 
this year, at 
the Galt Golf 
and Country 
Club.  The 
members and 
staff could not 
have made us feel more welcome.  Galt is 
truly a gem.  I would particularly like to 
thank Ash Northridge, Rob Moore and 
Caitlin Hughes for all their help.   

The weather was ideal if you like 
warm and sunny.  Some of our partici-
pants took advantage of the great condi-
tions and went low.   

Congratulations to Ed O’Brien, Ed 
Wszol, Mark Hare and Ron Gable.  They 
are the Champions of the 2016 Stanley 
Thompson Classic.  We have included 

some pictures of the event for those of 
you who were unable to attend. 

Our thanks go to Mark Lawson of the 
Donald Ross Society for his very inspir-
ing talk about the importance of conserv-
ing heritage golf courses.  He is extreme-
ly knowledgeable and is a true motivator.  
Our Societies are continuing to work to-
gether to see how we can further our joint 
objectives. 

Please put Tuesday, August 22nd in 
your calendar to attend the 2017 Thomp-
son Classic at the Brantford Golf and 
Country Club.  Brantford is another fine 
example of Stanley’s work.  It is a great 
golf course in an absolutely beautiful 
setting.  It also happens to be the home 
course of half of the 2016 Canadian 
Olympic Golf Team. Registration is now 
open.  I hope our current champions will 
be there to defend their title. 

Thanks to Golf Canada for allowing us 

to republish an article Garry McKay did 
on Stanley Thompson’s work in Brazil 
with some great pictures by Rick Young.  
Very timely in this Olympic year, and a 
great read.  

Garry has also kindly put together a 
story about how three clubs have hon-
oured Stanley.  Let’s hope more follow 
suit.  As we approach the end of the cal-
endar year, Larry Smithers has included a 

primer on the 
tax benefits of 
donating to the 
Stanley Thomp-
son Foundation. 
The off season 
will be a busy 
one for the So-
ciety.  As an 
example it is 
likely, but not 
yet certain, that 
the Society will 
participate in 
the Toronto 

Golf and Travel Show from February 
24th through 26th at the International 
Centre near the airport.  Our objective 
will be to help people understand the im-
portance of conserving Stanley’s great 
work and, hopefully, to recruit some new 
members.  If you are in the area, please 
stop by to see us.  If you are interested in 
helping us staff our booth, please let me 
know. 

I wish you a great offseason. 
Grant Forrest 
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Easy on-line registration for the 2017Annual Thompson Classic 

With our new and improved website it’s super easy to register for the Annual Thompson Classic being held on August 22, 
2017 at The Brantford Golf and Country Club. Simply click on our website link at: www.stanleythompsonsociety.com and 
you’ll be taken directly to all the details about the tournament such as itinerary, pricing, early bird prize, registration form, 
and on-line payment. Come and enjoy a wonderful day on a Thompson course with friends. 

10th hole at Brantford G&CC. 

https://www.stanleythompsonsociety.com/
https://www.stanleythompsonsociety.com/society/news-programs/thompson-classic


 

 

Canadian George S. Lyon was men-
tioned a lot this summer in Rio de  
Janeiro when golf returned to the  
Olympics. After all, the last time golf 
was in the Olympics was 1904 when 
Lyon won. 

What was not mentioned, however, 
when many of the best players in the 
world gathered on the new Gil Hanse 
designed Campo Olimpico de Golfe, was 
the connection of another Canadian, 
Stanley Thompson. 

“Stanley Thompson absolutely played 
a major role in the introduction of golf to 
Brazil,” says Thompson  historian Dr. 
James Harris, who is currently working 
on a new book on Canada’s greatest golf 
course architect. 

Harris says there were only a couple 
of ‘rudimentary, 
homemade’ golf 
courses in the whole 
country when 
Thompson went to 
Brazil in the fall of 
1934. 

Thompson’s sister 
Jean was living in 
Brazil at the time. 
She was married to 
William Woolley 
who had been re-
cruited from the TTC 
to work for Brazilian 
Traction, then known 
as Brazilian Light, 
Power and Tramway, 
which was moderniz-
ing utilities and 
transit in the coun-
tries’ two largest 
cities. 

“Brazilian Trac-
tion played a major 
role in getting golf  
courses set up for not 
only their executives 
but for foreign busi-

ness people who would come to Brazil,” 
says Harris. 

Whether Thompson knew ahead of 
time that he had contracts in 
place is unclear but he quickly 
started work once he arrived in 
Brazil. Before he headed back 
to Canada in April of 1935 
Thompson had redesigned 
Gavea and Sao Paulo golf 
clubs, done some work on a 
mountain resort called Teres-
opolis and completely de-
signed a 36-hole facility called 
Itanhanga which was briefly in 
the running to host the 2016 
Olympics. 

The four Thompson courses 
still exist and the Sao Paulo 

course has hosted two European Tour 
events and regularly hosts a tournament 
on the Web.com Tour.  

In fact three of the courses are still 
ranked in the country’s top-10. “Golf 
has never been a popular game in 
Brazil,” said Harris. “There was a bit 
of a flurry in the 1930s when Stanley 
did his work but since then there 
hasn’t been a whole lot going on, 
although there are more courses 
there now.”   
    Thompson was in partnership 
with Robert Trent Jones at the time 
of the Brazil trip. Jones declined to 
join him in South America, however, 
which ultimately led to the breakup 
of their partnership. 
     Editor’s note: this is a  
slightly updated version of a story 
which first appeared in Golf Canada 
magazine in May 2016. It runs in 
Dormie with permission from Golf 
Canada. 
 

Thompson in Brazil 

Stanley Thompson (2nd arrow) and his brother, Bill  Thomp-

son (1st arrow) at the grand opening of Gavea GC, attended 

by senior Brazilian military and other dignitaries. 

Gavea GC. Golfer unknown 

Tax Tips from Larry Smithers 

A reminder now that you are thinking about completing your personal tax returns for 2016, that you keep in mind the super 
first-time donor credit being made available by CRA (Revenue Canada). 

If you are a first-time donor, you can claim up to $1,000 of donations of money made after March 20, 2013, for the FDSC. 
This credit is calculated by multiplying these donations by 25%. To qualify as a first-time donor, neither you nor your spouse or 
common-law partner, (if you have one), can have claimed and been allowed a charitable donations tax credit for any year after 
2007. The credit can be claimed once from the 2013 to 2017 taxation years. 

This is much more favourable than the normal credit you receive. Please consider this as a 2016 tax planning move as well as a 
way to help preserve the goals of the Stanley Thompson Foundation and Society by clicking here to donate. 

As always, if you have any questions or would like to discuss this please do not hesitate to let me know. 
 
-Larry Smithers, Chair, Stanley Thompson Foundation, larry@lgc-smithers.com  905.627-2910 

By Garry McKay 

http://www.pgatour.com/webcom.html
https://www.stanleythompsonsociety.com/society/the-thompson-foundation
https://www.stanleythompsonsociety.com/society/the-thompson-foundation/donate


 

 

Clubs who honour Stanley Thompson’s legacy 
by Garry McKay 

Is your club honouring Stanley Thomp-
son in any way? 

If so, the Stanley Thompson Society 
would like to hear about it. We’re starting 
a new feature in Dormie where you can 
tell us and even show us what you’re  
doing.  

If you do, we will run the picture in a 
future issue. 

For starters we have pictures from 
Highland Links on Cape Breton where 
they have a statue of Stanley adjacent to 
the first tee and have also named one of 
the accommodation buildings that are part 

the Keltic Lodge complex The Stanley 
Thompson House.  

At Highland Country Club in London, 
Ontario they have named the pub after 
Stanley and at Waskesiu Golf Course in 
Saskatchewan they have a framed portrait 
of Stanley hanging in the clubhouse. 

   

Garry McKay at Highland Links. 

The Stanley Thompson  House 

at Highland Links. 

Highland CC in London, ON. 

Jamie Harris and Waskesiu General 

Manager, Tyler Baker. 
Life-size bronze statue of Stanley Thompson 

at Highland Links. 



 

 

Good times at the September Thompson Classic  - Galt Country Club 

 

Photos by Tim Fujiki 

Thank you to Heather Fraser, Gerry Langille 

and Claudia Di Giandomenico for helping us 

all register and get organized. 

Guest speaker, Mark 

Larson, of The Donald 

Ross Society. 

The happy, winning foursome. 



 

 

Quality golf apparel in our on-line Stanley Thompson store 

If you haven’t already visited our on-line store, you are in 
for a real treat.  The Society is providing members with high 
quality apparel at prices that are generally 50% below compa-
rable products at major retailers. We are able to offer these 
prices because all items are made to order, so our delivery 

times are longer than conventional retailers. You will receive 
your order within four weeks. Non-members may also pur-
chase items, but at prices much closer to those offered by ma-
jor retailers. Here are some items and prices (CDN) for Mem-
bers.  

$20 $41 $41 $65 $65 

$64 $57 

On November 11th we remembered all the men who fought 
for Canada in war. Stanley was one of those men and he earned 
the Bronze Star for service in WWI for 1914 and 1915. Further, 

he was cited for gallant and distinguished services in the field 
at Vimy Ridge in April, 1917. Both items can be viewed at 
Canada's Golf Hall of Fame. 

Stanley Thompson on Remembrance Day  - did you know? 

   

By Jamie Harris 

https://www.stanleythompsonsociety.com/store

