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Executive Director’s
Update
The Stanley Thompson Society,
and its Board of Directors, was
deeply saddened to hear of the
death of Dick Grimm, former
chairman of the Canadian Open
and a Canadian Golf Hall of
Famer. Mr. Grimm was an icon of
Canadian golf, who, after his retirement, continued to work tirelessly with a number of committees
of the RCGA. He was a supporter
of the Stanley Thompson Society
and had a great appreciation for
Stanley’s courses. He will be greatly missed.
As you have already heard, the
Ladies’ Golf Club of Toronto has
agreed to host the annual Thompson Classic golf tournament on
September 22, 2014. It is a wonderful golf course with a rich history. I hope you will be able to join
us that day. You will enjoy a great
golf course, learn more about its
history, renew old friendships and
make some new ones. It is truly an
event not to be missed.
Grant Forrest | STS Executive Director

The Early History of Ladies’
Golf Club of Toronto
Founded in 1924 by Ada
Mackenzie - A Woman of
Vision

Ada Charlotte Mackenzie
Ada was born in 1891, in Toronto, before women in Canada had
the vote or took any significant
role in the world of sport or busi-

The history of Ladies’ Golf Club
ness. She was born into an affluof Toronto, founded in 1924, as a
ent golfing family and was enplace for women to play golf,
couraged to play by her parents.
cannot be told without portrayThe reality was that tee times for
ing some of the story around
women were limited and they
founder, Ada Mackenzie, a viwere not allowed to play on
sionary entrepreneur, champion
weekends.
golfer, and mentor to young golfers.
Ada attended Havergal College
where she won Athlete of the
(cont’d Page 2)
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Ladies’ Golf Club
(cont’d from Page 1)

of

Toronto

Year, for three consecutive
years. Her athletic skill extended beyond golf, to cricket, lacrosse and figure skating.
Ada won her first golf match at
age 13, when she substituted for
her mother, and her first Canadian Women’s Open Amateur
Championship in 1919.
The decade of the thirties was
Ada’s, in competitive golf in
Canada. In 1933, Ada won both
major Canadian Championships
- the Canadian Open and Canadian Close (closed to other than
Canadian players), and was
named by sports journalists, as
the top Female Athlete in Canada. She competed internationally as well, with Bermuda, the
U.S. and U.K. being her major
international destinations.
Ada, a well respected golfer,
mentored a number of promising young golfers.
Marlene
Streit and Sandra Post benefitted
greatly from guidance by “Miss
Mackenzie”. Neither one would
have called her “Ada”.

In 1955 Ada was inducted into
the Canadian Sports Hall of
Fame, recognizing her huge contribution to Canadian Women’s
golf.
Not only was Ada a champion
golfer, she achieved success as
an entrepreneur, most notably
with the founding of the Ladies’
Golf Club of Toronto, but also
with the founding of her shop,
Ada Mackenzie Ltd., for the
niche market of high-end women’s sports clothing.

According to notes by Hazel
Hudson, a Charter Member of
the Ladies, Ada and Thompson
posed as husband and wife as
they set out looking for a “farm”,
because Ada feared possible rejection and/or escalation of price,
if an owner knew the real purpose of their inquiries.

In her 1961 notes, Hudson said
“Miss Ada Mackenzie conceived
the idea of forming a Golf Club
where, besides giving the women
unrestricted play, young girls
would have a better opportunity
he Founding of Ladies’
to learn the game and practice for
In the twenties, there were still international competition. The first
some provinces where women in step …. to secure an option on a
Canada had not achieved the vote. suitable tract of land. The Watson
Estate at Thornhill was 130 acres
In 1922, Ada engaged a friend, of gently rolling country, with
noted Canadian golf course ar- many beautiful trees and a branch
chitect Stanley Thompson, to of the Don River running through
help her find the perfect piece of the valley. It also has the additionland for her vision. Thompson al advantage of accessibility, being
designed the course with input only a few miles from Toronto city
from Ada, so that it was custom- limits. The very attractive house
ized for women’s play, but also built in 1923, with its large sitting
would provide a good game for rooms and ample bedroom accommale golfers.
The idea of a modations, proved a delightful
course for women came from modern club house.”
Ada’s experience in U.K.
In Dr. Pamela Emory’s (Ed. D.)
1986 paper, Ada Mackenzie: Canadian Golfer, Promoter and
Business Woman, she reports
that in a 1967 article in Golf Magazine entitled Golf’s no Man’s
Land, Gordon Campbell quoted
Ada, “Actually the land wasn’t
for sale, I just persuaded Mr.
Watson he wanted to sell. I had
some help because his wife wasn’t interested in the country.
(cont’d Page 3)
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(cont’d from Page 2)

Toronto

country.”
Strafford Watson
actually changed his mind about
selling, after a visit and favourable comments about their home
by British Royals.
Watson, a
lawyer, had drawn the sale contract. It was so good, that he
was unable to recant his offer to
sell. His only hope would be
that Ada would not get the
funds.
Financing
Details vary according to the
source used. In the same paper,
Emory reports that Campbell
reported “When the deal was
finally made, Watson gave Ada
six weeks to find the down payment of $35,000. She explained,
‘I got a bond issue going and
raised funds…I sold bonds at
$1,000...when I was a little short
J.P. Bickell gave me the final
$8,000 two hours before the
deadline.’” A prominent newspaper publisher of the time subscribed but told her: “You haven’t a snowball’s chance. There
never were that many women in
the world who could work together.”
Membership
Hazel Hudson was a young
woman when Ada approached
her about becoming a member of
a new kind of golf club, a club
owned and operated by women,
for women.
Hazel was entranced by the idea, and basically
emptied her bank account, issuing the cheque for $100 to join as
a founding Charter Member.

Ada took the young Hazel and
mentored her as a fine golfer and
a dedicated member of the Club.
Hudson went on to win the Club
Championship eight times.

The greens are small and challenging, with hidden rolls.
Greens, such as the downsloping 7th, have provided significant problems at times, such as
when the pin placement encourAda convinced enough women ages the unwary putter to have
to join, that, by the first AGM, on her ball roll off the front, after
February 11, 1925, less than three “hardly touching it.”
months after Charter, Ladies’
Golf and Tennis Club of Toronto To allow women to enjoy the
Limited had issued 221 shares. course, Thompson designed it so
The meeting was held at the that there would not be huge carhome of the first President of the ries. Those who could not drive
Board, Lady Edith Baillie. The the green from his elevated Par 3
target in those early days was tees, would have a bailout posi300 members.
Tennis was tion before reaching the green.
dropped from the name in the Such is the case for holes 7, 13
fifties, as the tennis courts were and 16.
not well utilized and were reOur Inheritance
moved.
Course Design

Ada and Thompson worked together, using the natural features
of the property, to create a Stanley Thompson course with some
modifications that suited the female player, while still providing
a challenge and enjoyable game
for the male golfer.
Thompson designed the course
to utilize the many mature trees.
The trees define many of the fairways and make many of them
narrow. As Ada said, in a 1949
CBC interview with Bob Keston,
the course narrowed in after 200
yards. Most women would not
get into trouble as they generally
drove short of the narrowing,
but the men didn’t like it; they
had to be more accurate. Bunkers were kept to the sides, and
not in the middle in front of the
greens.

In the summer of 1925, nine holes
were opened for play, albeit with
dandelions. In August 1926, the
course was officially opened with
a match between two Canadian
champions, Miss Helen Paget, of
Ottawa, and Miss Ada Mackenzie. Huge numbers of people attended the exciting match. The
match was won by Ada, four and
three, a most suitable opening
match for the Ladies.
The club is celebrating the ninetieth anniversary of its founding
this year. At Ladies we are the
inheritors of the vision and tenacity of Ada Mackenzie, and the
women who have come before
us. We continue to celebrate our
inheritance at our unique club in
its simplest terms - a place for
woman to play golf.
Joan Elliott
Chair of Archives, 2014
Page 3
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How to Kill Two Birds with
One Stone: The Kawartha
G & CC Story
When Stanley Thompson was
hired in 1931 to design a golf
course for the General Electric
Canada Co. Ltd. in Peterborough, his reputation was already
well established in Canada, the
USA, the Caribbean and South
America. He had already completed Jasper, Banff, St. Georges,
Westmount and the Seigniory
Club, as part of the 104 courses
created by him since 1919. His
skills were well developed, as
was his confidence, and the results are readily apparent. One
important measure of an architect's work is the longevity of the
design. This course passes this
test of time very well, with only
minor changes made to tees and
shot lines – a remarkable thing
in this day and age of significant
changes to equipment and overreaction to make courses longer
and harder. The course has not
needed a redesign since its opening in 1932.
The Thompson Drawing
Kawartha was designed to be
much more than a golf course.
When GE bought the property in
June 1931 for $15000, they had
much bigger things in mind.
The development was stated to
be for the recreational use of their
employees and friends. The subsequent formation of Kawartha
Golf & Country Club was not only for the enjoyment of golf, but
for tennis, equestrian, gardening
and possibly housing. Fig. 1
shows the 1931 Thompson layout

Figure 1—Stanley Thompson Layout 1931

with 4 tennis courts and an internal sub-division that appears to
show separate lots, barns, a miniature nine hole putting course
and possibly equestrian areas.
There is no evidence on the
ground to indicate that this area
was ever developed. At the time,
this plan would have been unusual for a regular golf club to undertake but not for a well established company like GE and a
dynamic, far-sighted works manager, Carl A. Salmonsen with a
problem to solve. His role in the
golf club is related in the book
celebrating the 100th anniversary
of the Peterborough facility entitled Standards of the Highest: from
Edison to GE Canada Peterborough
1891-1991 authored by Stewart
McLaren. It was he who had the
responsibility to lead the company through a major downturn in
a business faced with the prospect of layoffs. His solution was
to retain some otherwise redundant employees on the payroll by
creating a project to keep them
busy. Thus was born Kawartha
Golf & Country Club. Some of
his crew worked on the golf
course intermittently for seven
years. His empathy for his em-

ployees’ well-being and his management style was ahead of its
time.
1931 Stanley Thompson Layout
The plan shows a layout for 18
holes. Thompson often did such a
layout but designed to be built in
9 hole units, the second nine being
built when economics and demand warranted it. Such a drawing would have two cards shown,
one for the first 9 and one for 18
holes. Because this layout has only
one card for 18 holes, it appears
that GE's plan was to build a full
18 hole course at one time.
The country was beginning to recover from the 1929 crash in the
stock market but the company's
order book was down leading to a
lack of work for the crew. They
saw the hiring of Thompson as a
solution. Shortly thereafter, the
accountants pointed out the facts
of life and work on the project
was slowed down. A nine hole
course opened in 1932. It is not
conclusively known which nine
holes were used but it is considered likely, after studying the
(cont’d Page 5)
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The Kawartha G & CC (cont’d from
Page 4)
layout and the original card on it,
that the first nine would be built
as shown in bold in the following
table. The yardage would have
been 3470 which is 365 yards
longer than the original first nine
holes. Doing these holes first
gives a longer course with room
for a centrally located practice
facility within the holes, while
leaving untouched the part of the
property that was to have an internal subdivision until the end
to allow maximum flexibility in
planning. The subdivision and its
facilities were never built, the
reason for which is unknown,
but the second nine was completed in 1938, one year before the
start of the second world war.
This second nine would have
started with Thompson's 10th
and continued with his 2nd
through 9th.
It would have been a wonderful
place for employees to unwind
after working long shifts to support the war effort. One wonders
how many golf balls were decorated with Hitler's face.
1931 Thompson Card
1
390 par 4 10 380 par 4
2
530
5 11 360
4
3 180
3 12 410
4
4 400
4 13 495
5
5 460
5 14 410
4
6 200
3 15 250
3
7 410
4 16 565
5
8 355
4
17 150
3
9 180
3
18 440
4
3105
35
3460
36
6565 par 71

The Course 16 Years Later

shop and equipment storage. The
practice field was not built as
The following air photograph Thompson had planned and was
(Figure 2) was taken in 1954, nine much more restricted in area.
years after the war. It shows the
Thompson layout virtually un- In spite of the economic uncerchanged since 1931. Most of the tainty during this period, the club
bunkers in the picture are in the forged ahead and built the course
planned locations and shapes. almost exactly according to
This is unusual because Thomp- Thompson's plan which, by itself,
son, when he was in the field dur- is considered to be remarkable
ing construction, would often but consistent with the history of
come up with a better or different ownership by GE. Other clubs
visual treatment of his bunker/ formed in this period took many
mound complexes. In this case, he years to complete their courses as
must have decided that he could planned. Happy, satisfied emnot improve on perfection.
ployee members had no desire to

Figure 2—1954 Air Photo

It should be noted that a comparison of this picture with the original drawing indicates that the
land put aside for the internal subdivision was possibly cleared at
one point. It was subsequently
planted with trees as shown by the
rows in the picture. However, it
might not have been GE that
cleared it, as this was a working
farm from 1899 at least. It also
clearly shows the tennis courts,
and the original farmhouse that
was enlarged for the clubhouse,
plus the barn that became the pro

lobby for change in such a turbulent time, and as you will read
later, the debenture holders are
still very satisfied.
The Current Course
General Electric Canada sold the
course to its members in 1983 for
$825,000 – a very good investment for the current 465 debenture holders. Such assets today
are in the $2-3 million range.

(cont’d Page 6)
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The Kawartha G & CC Story
(cont’d from Page 5)
The current scorecard uses the
sequence referred to earlier, with
Stanley’s no.1 combined with his
11 through 18 to make up the
front nine. The back nine uses
hole no. 10 and the original 2
through 9. However, the course
has become shorter, not longer
between 1931 and 2012.
The 1st hole has been shortened
by 24 yards, likely to allow for
the addition of the halfway
house. The 2nd hole was only
reduced by 5 yards but a major
reduction of 36 yards has taken
place on the 3rd. This hole was a
straightaway par 4 of 410 yards
with a significant slope angling
across the fairway; it has been
rebuilt by Ian Andrew into a 374
yard dogleg right. This has allowed for a heroic tee shot to
clear the deep rough between tee
and angled slope for the long hitters, leaving a short wedge to the
green, while providing a longer,
safer route for shorter hitters.
This is classic Thompson strategic design.
There is no apparent reason why
the par 5 4th hole was reduced
from 495 to 456 yards, other than
tee safety concerns from approach shots to the 3rd. The 5th
hole was only shortened by 8
yards but the most challenging
par 3 6th hole of 250 was reduced
to a mere 223 yards. The green is
located well above the tee and
cut into a slope that runs at about
90 degrees across the shot line.
The result is there is no safe miss
short, left, right, or long. Back in
the day, this would have been

driver followed by a call for divine intervention. Players could
then relax with a downhill tee
shot par 5 that has been shortened by 5 yards to 560. The penultimate hole is a classic
Thompson drop shot par 3 which
has remained the same, as has
the 9th hole par 4 which on the
card has only been increased by 2
yards. The overall result for the
front side is a reduction in yardage of 141.
The need for more parking space
led to the elimination of the tennis
courts and relocation of the 10th
tee from east of the old farmhouse
to just south of the 1st tee. This
produced an increase of 25 yards
and at the same time placed it
closer to the halfway house and
made the 10th hole into an uphill
dogleg left.
An unusual but visually arresting feature is the adjacent locations for the 1st and 10th greens
that use the same bunker/

mound complexes. This yardage
gain was given back on the 11th
hole, which originally was a 530
yard downhill par 5 but is now
reduced to 496 yards. The 12 hole
par 3 was increased by 24 yards
to produce another fine hole of
uphill 204 yards. The give and
take in yardage continued on the
13th with a reduction of 19 to 381
yards, which plays much longer
because it is uphill and dogleg
right which might account for
the shortening. The next hole
was a straightaway 460 yard par
5 which was lengthened to 494
by creating a dogleg coming out
of the land originally set aside
for the subdivision. The par 3
15th was also lengthened from
200 to 217 yards. The back tees
on the 16th have created a par 4
of 432 instead of 410 yards. However, the short 17th par 4 of 355
was reduced even further to 308
yards for no apparent reason.
The final hole, a par 3 over water
(cont’d Page 7)
Page 6
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The Kawartha G & CC Story (cont’d The employees at the time owed
from Page 6)
their livelihood to the company,
which economically impacted the
to a well protected green, was in- whole community. In the uncercreased from 180 to 198 yards. All tain times, a man came forward
of this adding and subtracting to not only provide an income
produced a net increase of 40 but also a release from the day-to
yards to the backside.
-day stresses of life. His solution
It is refreshing in 2014 to contem- was brilliant and possibly the
plate the fact that the members of first time that a non-government
Kawartha G&CC have not felt the entity engaged in a make-work
need to extend their course. In project that killed two birds with
fact, the total yardage has been one stone. He was clearly a hureduced from Thompson's 6565 mane visionary, who thought of
yards to 6464 yards. Their respect his employees as part of the famiand understanding for what they ly in times of stress. He was also
have led them, some years ago, to a very persuasive salesman who
retain Ian Andrew to simply re- successfully dealt with his superifresh the bunker/mound com- ors and company accountants. It
plexes and modify the 3rd hole as could not have been easy to obtain approval for this project.
noted.
The 19th Hole
The writer has had the pleasure
to play this course both before
and after the renovations but did
not know until very recently the
fascinating history of it beginning. It is laid over a very fine
landscape, ideal for golf with its
elevation changes, and glacial
history shaped more recently by
erosion. Thompson upon viewing
it for the first time must have
rubbed his hands in glee. It is no
wonder that the membership of
today, going over their rounds
with refreshment in hand, are satisfied and justly proud of the asset surrounding them, knowing
that Canada's famous golf course
architect built it. They might not
articulate it every day, but I suspect they understand and appreciate that, in 1931, a wonderful
gift was bestowed upon them by
General Electric Canada Co., Ltd.

Every citizen of Peterborough,
particularly those members of
Kawartha G&CC, should know
and think about what Carl A.
Salmonsen did for them many
years ago. His legacy must be
protected.
John Smith & James Harris

Islington Golf Club Rebuilds
Greens, Bunkers and Practice Facilities in Storm Aftermath
There’s something about turning
a negative into a positive that appeals to architect Ian Andrew. Actually it is two negatives – the summer flood from
2013 and the coldest winter in
decades in 2014 – that wreaked
havoc on the course that Stanley
Thompson designed for Islington
Golf Club in 1922 and on many
other courses in Ontario.
While it’s easy to blame the double-whammy on Mother Nature’s mean streak, it’s the membership’s positive and timely response to the adversity that energizes the noted Canadian golf
course architect when it comes to
the renovations and repairs that
have taken place, and will continue to take place throughout
t h e
s u m m e r .
“These are challenging situations
for memberships to deal with …
(cont’d Page 8)
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Islington Golf Club Rebuilds (cont’d brought about a few alterations
from Page 8)
designed to protect the club from
going through this again,” says
and seeded by July 31st. The club- Andrew, who has been the Club’s
house remains open for business, consulting architect since 2010.
but the range is also closed for “There is some pure restoration,
renovations until at least the fall, but with nine greens previously
and members continue to play golf renovated by other architects and
on temporary greens. The renovat- superintendents, there are also
ed course is slated to open for play some changes being made to have
in May 2015.
those greens become more approAs a very early Thompson layout, priate for a Thompson course.”
Andrew says the original routing
of the course demonstrates
Thompson’s innate ability to make
the most of the land and its features, but overall it was understated – with little drama when it
came to bunkers. Over time, several architects left their fingerprints
on the course, adding bunkers and
altering tees and greens here and
there. As a result, the work Andrew is doing at the club is not
purely a restoration of Thompson’s original design. It’s a renovation that preserves some of
Thompson’s original work and also builds upon the various evolutions of the golf course over the
years. “When push comes to
shove, you must solve issues of ice
and drainage and that, too, has

Last summer, Islington GC was
ravaged by a July rainstorm that
dumped five inches of water
throughout the course in the span
of two hours. It devastated the
course and Andrew was enlisted
to rebuild the 11th green after
half of it went missing. He also
rebuilt the greenside bunkers on
holes No. 4, 6, 8, 10 and 11 as a
result of severe washouts and
contamination. The Club also approved rebuilding the par-3, 15th
hole. This spring they moved the
green 30 yards away from Kipling Avenue and raised it into a
better growing environment. The
result is a striking new hole that
will add more challenge to the
closing stretch of holes. That

work was completed in mid-June
and No. 15 will reopen this fall.
When it comes to greenside bunkers, Andrew is taking out a total
of three on No. 1, No. 2 and No.
6; he’s adding two on No. 5 and
renovating 16 others. It’s interesting to note that there are no bunkers whatsoever on the three
closing holes at Islington and
that’s the way Andrew will leave
it.
Over a two-to-three week period,
Andrew spent an excessive
amount of time sketching in his
office or doodling on his front
porch to find a solution for the
troubling sixth green. In the end,
after 11 doodles and three fully
worked out concept designs, an
out-of-the-box answer he had
never dreamed of at the beginning of the process finally came.
“Every once in a while a solution
comes and you can say to yourself, ‘That was clever, I earned
my keep today,’ and that’s what
happened with No. 6 when I
drew it without the left front bunker,” Andrew says. Creating
something exciting, new and positive out of two game-changing
blows from Mother Nature reenergizes the Club for growth
and renewal. As one of the premier, private Club’s in the Greater
Toronto Area, Islington is charging forward as a confident membership continues to foster a solid
foundation upon the gem
Thompson first designed over 90
years ago”.
Brent Long
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Chedoke Civic Golf Course aviation purposes of the 120th
Celebrating 90 Years as City of Hamilton Battalion, CEF.
Hamilton G&CC abandoned the
Municipal Golf Course
One of Canada’s oldest municipal
golf courses, Chedoke Civic Golf
Club, celebrates a historic milestone in 2014.
Nestled into the rolling parkland
landscape of the stunning Niagara
Escarpment, Chedoke Civic GC
dates back to 1896 when members
of Hamilton Golf Club first started to play the game in the city
with hickory clubs and rubber
wound
golf
balls.
It was 90 years ago that Hamilton
City Councillors finally agreed to

purchase the original Aberdeen
Road golf course lands from
Hamilton Golf & Country Club in
a move designed to open golf up
to the working man in a city that
was quickly growing and modernizing.
From about 1915 to 1919, the Club
was used for military training and

site in 1916 when it moved to a
new Harry S. Colt designed layout in Ancaster. It was around
this time that George C. Martin
first suggested the City of Hamilton buy the Aberdeen Avenue
golf course to turn it into a municipal facility, but the war put that
plan on hold.

In 1921, Martin again proposed
that the City buy the golf course
from the Hamilton G&CC. The
City balked at the idea and Martin and a group of others took
out a one-year lease on the land

with an option to purchase it if
the club proved viable. It was
very successful and on December 26, 1923, after months of negotiations, the land was purchased by the City of Hamilton
for $90,000. The club opened
with 750 members in 1924. Martin (1866 to 1950) was the first
President of the Chedoke Civic

GC (1924-1943). It was his vision
to create a golf club for the
working man and it is his name
which is on the original course.
“Chedoke Civic Golf Club has
been a great spot for golfers
young and old to learn and play
the game of golf for many decades,” says Hamilton City Councillor Brian McHattie. “Our community is fortunate to have an
affordable golf option where
people can enjoy this wonderful
pastime with friends and family
members. It goes without saying
that both courses at Chedoke also beautify south-west Hamilton; it truly is a green gem in our
neighbourhood.”
In 1928, Chedoke Civic GC purchased 26 additional acres west
of the old course. Canadian golf
course architect Stanley Thompson and his brother Nicol, who
lived a couple of blocks from the
course on Homewood Avenue,
drew up a plan for four holes on
the property, a new hole at the
base of the Niagara Escarpment,
the widening of several holes, 18
new clay tees and the grading of
a new road from Aberdeen Avenue to the clubhouse. This work
was done in 1929 under the supervision of Nicol Thompson
and Superintendent Alf Sims. As
time and funds allowed, both
Thompsons continued to upgrade and make changes to the
course. What we know today as
Nos. 1, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17 and
18 are basically Thompson holes.
Chedoke’s second 18-hole layout, The Beddoe Course is
(cont’d Page 10)
Page 9
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Chedoke Civic Golf Course (cont’d
from Page 9)
Chedoke’s second 18-hole layout,
The Beddoe Course is named in
memory of Harold Stewart Beddoe (1891-1969) who succeeded
George Martin as President from
1944 to 1953. Work on the Stanley Thompson-designed Beddoe
Course started in 1948. It opened
for play in May 1950, using some
temporary greens, with 900-plus
members at Chedoke. At the
time, it was the only 36-hole municipal facility in Canada. By the
spring of 1951, the entire course
was in play and a new clubhouse
opened. The Beddoe Course was
significantly altered in 1961-1962
from par 71 to 69 when a 300 foot
corridor bisected the parkland
layout to create Highway 403.
Architect K.M. Broman and
greenkeeper Maurice Ducharme
redesigned all but seven holes on
the course at a cost of $124,000
with holes 11-17 essentially new.
Today, architect Graham Cooke,
who is based out of Montreal,
oversees changes to all three City
run courses as part of a long
range plan for the facilities.
POINTS OF INTEREST - Golfers
will notice a walking/bike path
that crosses through the parking
lot behind Chedoke’s clubhouse.
That path was originally the rail
line for The Brantford & Hamilton Electric Railway (B&H),
which operated a radial streetcar
from Hamilton to Ancaster from
1908 to 1931.
In January 1964, Mayor Vic
Copps opened a winter sports
park at Chedoke with a 900-foot
lift and a 1,900-foot ski slope.
Chedoke was always a perfect

learning hill, but when it opened
it also boasted the third-steepest
vertical drop of any hill in Ontario. It remained until 2003,
when the money losing operation closed, and the lift was taken down in 2009.

Consulting golf course architects,
Tom Doak and Ian Andrew, who
were retained by the club last
September to review the greens
complexes and other potential
capital projects, spoke to members, along with
Property Superintendent
Keith
Bartlett, as
Brent Long
they voted to accelerate the project.

Tom Doak and Ian Andrew
to Rebuild Greens at
St. George’s G & CC This
Summer
St. George’s Golf and Country
Club is embarking on a greens
reconstruction project starting
July 8th, 2014.
With a 95 per cent approval rating, the members voted recently
to rebuild all the greens to USGA
specifications, as well as the fairways on No. 5 and No. 9.
The golf course, which was
ranked No. 30 in the world in the
February 2014 issue of Golf Digest magazine, will remain open
throughout the renovations, including clubhouse operations
and the outdoor golf academy.
The golf course will continue to
operate with temporary greens
and a series of rotating holeclosures, while reconstruction on
the greens takes place. Construction crews are scheduled to start
digging up the existing greens on
July 8th. Seeding of all new
greens is expected to be completed in early September to give the
putting surfaces time to grow in,
with a projected reopening date
in June 2015.

“When we were here last fall I
certainly didn’t think we’d be
looking at doing the greens this
summer, but the winter storm
and ice damage pushed the decision forward,” saidarchitect
Ian Andrew, who is also supervising construction of new
greens just down the street at
Islington G&CC for similar reasons. “Across the Northern
United States, and throughout
Ontario and Quebec, ice damage
to older poa annua (annual
bluegrass) greens and fairways
architect Ian Andrew, who is
also supervising construction of
new greens just down the street
at Islington G&CC for similar
reasons. “Across the Northern
United States, and throughout
Ontario and Quebec, ice damage
to older poa annua (annual
bluegrass) greens and fairways
has been extensive at many
clubs. The issues surrounding
the viability of the poa annua
greens at St. George’s that we
talked about with members last
fall came to fruition this spring.”
Doak, a minimalist designer
from Traverse City, Michigan, is
considered by many to be today’s pre-eminent architect.
(cont’d Page 11)
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pressures of being a surgeon performing open heart surgery on a
living patient. “Somebody has to
get in there and do it, while all of
the time you have to take into
consideration the overall condition of the patient.” He told members the key for a successful project is not to over react when
making changes, but to focus on
ensuring that the greens continue
to play as they did in the past.
Brent Long

St. George’s G & CC (cont’d from
Page 10)
He has personally designed and
built five courses ranked in the
Top 100 in the world and has
helped preserve and restore another 10 on the current list – including a much heralded green
rebuilding program at San Francisco Golf Club that carefully preserved Tillinghast’s greens.
“These greens projects that I get
involved with are because I don’t
like to see old golf courses making changes to the greens without some thought for the original
design and the character of the
course. Many architects I know
go in there and make changes
and it doesn’t bother them a bit
to tear up original green sites and
build whatever they want,” said
Doak, who has built 35 of his
own courses and consults for another 30 clubs.

nadian golf course architect Stanley Thompson, who created St.
George’s G&CC in 1929. The
most significant change to the
course will be returning the third
green to its original design and
site to improve pinning locations
and exposure to sinlight. Doak
ensured members that it will be a
fair challenge when complete and
certainly not the easiest hole on
the golf course.
A detailed plan outlining changes
to individual greens has been
provided to members and it addresses poor drainage, shrunken
green sizes, slopes within greens,
increased pin areas and other issues. Work is starting in July to
allow Doak and his shapers to
finish up some
other projects before coming north, while
he continues to oversee two new
golf course projects in New Zealand and France this summer.

“This is meticulous work, and we
The goal of the project is to re- are playing with the smallest perbuild all greens based on the centages,” said Doak who comoriginal design by legendary Ca- pared it to the exacting detail and
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The Stanley Thompson Society is proud to be holding its annual tournament at
the Ladies’ Golf Club of Toronto!!!!

www.ladiesgolfclub.com

Date: Monday, September 22
Guest Speaker: Tim O’Connor
Itinerary:
Registration 9:00 – 11:00
Annual General Meeting 10:00 – 10:45
Boxed Lunch 11:00 – 11:30
Golf 11:45 shotgun
Reception 4:15
Dinner 5:30
Silent auction

How to enter:
By PayPal on the Society’s website
www.stanleythompsonsociety.com
An entry form must be completed.
It can be found on the website.
(under News/Programs/Thompson Classic)

Pricing per person:
Society Member $210
Non-member $250
Ladies’ Golf Club member $125
Pricing includes:
Memento, golf with cart, boxed lunch,
gourmet dinner, bottle of wine per
foursome, all gratuities, taxes, and
service charges.

For further information, contact Heather Fraser
membership@stanleythompson.com

or, by cheque mailed to
The Stanley Thompson Society
Suite 104, 89 King St. W.
Dundas, ON L9H 1V1
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