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Hello all: It is that time of year again - the Ides of March have passed; it is a week to the Masters; and our clocks
have sprung forward.The 44 B.C. assassination of Caesar has given us a Shakespearian play; confusion over calendars and, my favourite, the Bloody Caesar (with Clamato) created, no less, by a Calgarian.
Over the winter months, your Board and committees have been busy organizing and planning activities for
2013. In this issue, you will find highlights of two meetings held January 16.You will also find special events announcements - Thompson Outings June 10 and 11 at Peterborough and Kawartha; and the Thompson Classic,
September 16, at Dundas Valley. More details about these events will be published shortly. In the meantime,
consider marking these in your calendar (Roman, Julian, Gregorian, or otherwise).
An adjusted website has been launched. Nothing fancy, but easier to navigate with a PayPal feature. It also retains two elements of the previous site, namely listing of Thompson courses and a section called further reading,
containing more detail.The site enables Heather Fraser to easily and regularly update.Any comments or suggestions you have, please let Heather know. www.stanleythompsonsociety.com
Dormie Journal is being launched with this issue.This includes article-length features about Thompson courses
and those by other architects, principally of the Golden Era of golf course architecture.You will find them an
interesting read.The first story is titled A lovely bunch of bananas, the intrigue of politics, the banana trade and
Thompson’s Constant Spring course in Jamaica, by STS Saskatchewan Regional Director, Dr. Jamie Harris.
The Stanley Thompson Foundation has been formed with a release to the media announcing its formation and
its main 2013 activity which is the funding of the Thompson Graduate Studies Scholarship.This is a $2,500 scholarship awarded annually over five years.The recipient will be a Masters of Landscape Architecture student at the
University of Guelph.
The funding of this connects with our drive for new Friend members.This is how it works: in 2013, and for
the following four years, $50 of every Friend membership ($80 annual due); and $25 of every Spousal Friend
membership ($40 annual due) is donated to the Foundation for the funding of the scholarship.A tax receipt
will be issued for the donated portion.This is a 'feel good’ opportunity for your friends, or colleagues. In a
sense, through helping with a student’s education, it could be ‘finding the next Stanley Thompson.’
Membership drive - to assist in this important activity, we will be asking our Club Ambassadors to help in
recruiting new members.There are now 21 Member Club Ambassadors with the intention of having one
appointed for each of our 49 Member Clubs.
Finally, we should all ‘feel good’ about the arrival of the new golf season. If you have comments or
suggestions, feel free to contact any one of us, or Heather.
Best regards,
Larry Smithers, Chair, Member Services

Special note:
Dormie is late - my apologies.
This is due to a complete failure of my computer and relating systems.
I have been a month without email, or access to files.
The concern was that all was lost - fifteen years worth of files.
However, on Good Friday (and appropriately), the system was resurrected.
The lesson learned is backup, backup, backup and, then, backup again.
Now back on track, Dormie will appear regularly.And other program work
can be completed.
Regards,
Bill Newton
STS Executive Director

Welcome
To these new Friend members as of January, 2013:
Wayne Amirault, Jake Brennand (student), John Currie, Paul Dilworth,Tim Fujiki,
Bruce Steele, Dan Steeves.
$50 of each 2013 new or renewed Friend member is donated to the Stanley Thompson Foundation
for the purpose of funding the Thompson Graduate Studies Scholarship at the School of Landscape
Architecture, University of Guelph.This is an annual contribution of $2,500 for five years.
Each has received a tax receipt for the amount of the donation.
And to these new Member Clubs:
Chedoke, Oakdale.
There are now 49 Member Clubs
There are eight Corporate Members:
Almack Agronomic Services Inc, Carrick Design Inc, Golf Design Services, MBTW Golf Design,
R.F. Moote & Associates Ltd, Robert Kains Golf Course Design,Ted Baker & Associates,
TDI International Inc,
We also welcome Bill Dines who will be the Ambassador for St. George’s.
There are now 21 Club Ambassadors.
At April 1, 65 Friends had renewed bringing the total of existing and new Friend members
to 80. Thank you to all members for their continuing support.
Spring means our continuing drive for membership - one Friend member at a time.
Please consider inviting your friends or colleagues to join the Society. For benefits and
other information, go to: www.staneythompsonsociety.com
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Highlights of the Winter Archives/Board meetings
Two meetings were held:
• a morning meeting of the Archives,
Heritage, Education Committee; and
• an afternoon Board meeting
The venue was the historic landmark building,The
Toronto Carper Factory - an appropriate location for the
inaugural meeting of the Archives Committee; and, coincidentally, its years of creation are right smack in the
Golden Era (see below).
Committee members: John Smith (Chair),
Michael Cruickshank, Kirsten Brown,
David Moote, Dr. Jamie Harris, Bill Newton.
There were several items on the agenda:
Vision statement
• A primary one was discussion about the wording
of an adjusted vision (or, feel good) statement.
• This subject had been in email conversation for
several weeks prior.
• The focus was to define ‘who we are’; and ‘where
are we going’.
• This resulted in a recommendation of a change in
our current statement of two key words; and the
retention of the other key word, education.
• Overall, the Committee recommended the focus
be conservation of all classic heritage golf landscapes (and not just those of Stanley Thompson).
Accordingly, the recommendation was:
-change the existing word preservation to conservation, as being more representative of a complete
golf landscape;
-replace the words Stanley Thompson with the
single word classic, as being more representative
of the era in which not just Stanley Thompson
courses were created, but those of equally outstanding architects.

Completed between the years 1899 and the 1920s,The Toronto Carpet Factory
is one block in size.This turn-of-the-century complex is a classic heritage
property now historically listed. For more information and pictures, go to:
www.yorkheritage.com

Dedicated to
the conservation of
*classic (Golden Age) golf
courses through education.

Rationale for the key words:
• conservation:
Encompasses preservation, restoration and rehabilitation,
The era in question is called The Golden Age (or
maintenance management, sometimes designation; and implies
Era) of Golf Course Architecture which generally is
agreed to be from 1900 to the outset of the
awareness of a heritage or cultural landscape.
Second World War.
• *classic, Golden Age, or another word - under review
This does not mean a new mandate for the
While we represent specifically the iconic Stanley Thompson,
Society, rather an adjusted one which is more enwe are aware that architects of the ‘Age’ traded knowledge
compassing as a concern for the conservation of
without concern for borders or oceans.To isolate one from
all ‘classic’ golf courses grows.
their affinity group is to reduce the significance of the collective
The recommended adjusted statement was apbody of work.
proved, in principle, by the Board in the afternoon
• education
meeting.
In order to fulfill our goal (as reflected in the statement),
we cannot do it as single entity without a need to educate
Note: perfection of this phrase is not easy. For exothers.
ample, the word classic could be replaced by another meaningful word, such as described right.
This word is under review.
(More meeting highlights follow, next page.)
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Highlights of the Winter Archives/Board meeting
Other Archive Committee agenda item highlights:
Heritage landscapes: discussion around definition and
value and concerns of designation; and that there are
few authorities about the subject; agreed that STS
should establish itself as a go-to authority in regard to
heritage golf courses and related to topics; and that we
should work at forming alliances with other likeminded societies. Currently there is action about how best to
achieve this.
Parks Canada courses: review of requests for assistance
(Fundy and Minaki) regarding issues pertaining to
course matters; in particular, Minaki Cottagers Association who have requested assistance in protecting their
course from imminent development. Subsequently, a conference call (at the Association’s request) was held and currently
the Society is preparing a document (at their request) regarding
STS position on issues discussed.
Dormie House: the house is currently on the City of
Guelph’s Heritage Inventory List; discussion regarding
the property owner’s position; and STS desire to have
an official provincial historic plaque associated with the
building. This is being pursued.
Other items: this included an update about a documentary film being discussed by a Regina film maker regarding Thompson with a possible connection to the
2016 Olympics; Chair Smith reviewed several current
activities such as Norway Bay’s interest in association
with the Society; also discussed were saleable items with
an Heritage focus such as a series of Thompson Heritage
Notecards (sample below, shown smaller). If this item is of
interest, please let Heather know.

Fairmont Banff Springs / The course on the roof of the world

This meeting was followed (after a working lunch) by the
Board meeting. Following are brief highlights:
Committee reports: All standing committees made a report about their activities; much of this were matters of
housekeeping such as finances and membership; it was
announced that arrangements have been made for the
2013 Thompson Outing to be held June 10 and 11 at
Peterborough and Kawartha, respectively and that the
2013 Thompson Classic will be held at Dundas Valley.
The balance of the meeting was devoted to a series of
reports about various subjects and related activities.
Here are other meeting highlights and recent activities:
Thompson Society Passport: the 2013 program is underway and clubs have been contacted regarding their
participation for this year.
Ambassadors: are now (at this date) at 19 (out of 48
Member Clubs); target for 2013 is 25 plus.
Member Clubs: two new Member Clubs - Beaconsfield
and Chedoke; more are being attracted.
Communications Committee: new with Garry McKay
and Brent Long as its members.
Three-year plan: committees are preparing a 2013
action plan with budgets.
Thompson Journalist Award: one submission thus far
with a second media announcement to go out.
Future Thompson seminar: an outline has been prepared
for a possible fall seminar.
Halls of Fame: Thompson is now in the Alberta Hall of
Fame; a submission has been made to the Canadian
Sports Hall of Fame nominating Thompson with a decision forthcoming in June.
Membership: through the Ambassadors, a new campaign
is planned to attract Friend members; later in the program presentation materials for at club Thompson Talks
will be released.
Web site: An adjusted website has now been launched; it
is in a simple, basic format with a PayPal feature; links to
elements of the previous site can be made.
www.stanleythompsonsociety.com
Vision statement: conclusions from the morning meeting (Archives) were presented and were approved, in
principle.This supporting statement was presented:
The Stanley Thompson Society is dedicated to promoting the
welfare of all Golden Era golf courses in Canada, with a particular focus on those courses designed by Stanley Thompson.
We are committed to conserving the heritage value of these
significant cultural landscapes for generations to come through
research, education and promotional initiatives.
The meeting(s) which started at 10am adjourned at 3pm.
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Announcing the 2013 Thompson Classic

Stanley Thompson
60 years alive
60 years dead
still going strong
through his Society

This will be a celebration of
Stanley’s achievements and
those of other Golden Era
architects.

TM

(above) 1925 opening of the course at
Jasper Park Lodge - Lady Haig, Field
Marshal Earl Haig, Stanley Thompson
and Water Pratt, CNR Hotels.

Dundas Valley, nestled
beneath the Niagara
Escarpment and routed
through a classic Carolinian
Forest, is considered one of
his exceptional routings.
The club will host the
tournament in its new
clubhouse.

Tournament details
will be announced shortly.

Announcing
the 13th annual
Thompson Classic
September 16
Dundas Valley G&CC
2013 is a year to remember
Stanley was born 120 years ago
died 60 years ago
at the age of 60
the Society was formed
15 years ago in 1998
he created Dundas Valley
84 years ago in 1929
it was the Roaring Twenties
a decade in the Golden Era
of golf course architecture
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Clubhouses are vulnerable - they become out-of-date,
require code adjustments, fail to meet the needs of the
members, or simply just burn down.
Dundas Valley G&CC is no exception. Here is their
clubhouse evolution over eighty-four years.
1929

Evolution of a clubhouse
The site of this clubhouse - from farmhouse to modern has not changed, retaining its commanding views of the
surrounding Niagara Escarpment, and its flagpole.

1937

1962

1964

2007

2012

2013 completion

(top row) Woodley family farmhouse became the first clubhouse in 1929; sketch for the first new clubhouse; and the finished clubhouse, 1937
(second row) Directors stand devastated after the fire of December 8, 1962, then by 1964 they had built a modern new clubhouse, in time to
ring in the New Year. (third row) The clubhouse overlooking a new terrace and the ninth green; demolition (the same elevation) is underway.
(bottom row) Architect’s drawing of the new clubhouse (same view as above); and the constant feature, through the years, is the 1937 flagpole.

PHOTOGRAPHs: DV G&CC files;William Newton; Hicks Partners (Architects)
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Thompson Outing - June 10 and 11
“My wife and I did the two-day outing last year and it
was a highlight of our golfing season.Two great courses
we had not played before.A fun get-together reception
followed by a fine gourmet dinner.We both learned a lot
about course architecture from the speaker.We plan to
attend next year.” JUNE 2012 OUTING PATRON
The Special Events Committee
is pleased to announce the
2013 Thompson Outing.

June 10, Peterborough G&CC
and
June 11 Kawartha G&CC
The event will include:
• A round of golf at each club.
• Reception and dinner with guest speaker
at Peterborough.

Peterborough

Cost is $250pp, all inclusive.
Carts not included.
• There will be a group rate at a downtown
hotel.
• Please note that participation is limited
to 12 golfers on a first-come basis, so
consider registering now.
• This is a great opportunity to play two
first-rate Thompson courses and interact
with other Society members.
• Additional details will be forthcoming
shortly.

Kawartha

How to register
• If you wish to participate, please contact:
Heather Fraser <membership@stanleythompson.com>
-you can pay by PayPal on our website
stanleythompsonsociety.com
Or, mail your cheque to:
Suite 104, 89 King St W
Dundas ON L9H 1V1
In either case, indicate that it is payment for the
2013 Thompson Outing.
Remember that registration is on a first-come basis.

Introducing the inaugural issue of

DORMIEJournal
Please see second attachment.

