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Executive Director’s
Update
The Board of Directors is pleased to
announce that the 2015 Thompson
Classic will be held at the Oshawa
Golf and Curling Club on Monday,
September 21st. This is a great opportunity to have another wonderful day together at a classic golf
course. For a peak at the treat
ahead, please feel free to take a look
at
Oshawa’s
website
www.oshawagolf.com.
Please
mark this on your calendars to ensure you will be able to attend.
More details and registration information will be available soon.
Last year’s Classic was a huge success. The Ladies’ Golf Club of Toronto did a wonderful job for us.
This classic Stanley Thompson design was in impeccable condition.
It was the longest 6,000 yards I
have ever played.
We have
attached some pictures of the event
in this issue of Dormie. The Society
is very grateful the Ladies’ club
members, management and staff
for putting on a first class tournament.

Brent Long has generously allowed us to include an article on
A. W. Tillinghast’s work at the
Scarborough Golf and Country
Club. He was a brilliant and prolific contemporary of Stanley
Thompson. In recognition of his
outstanding contribution to golf,
Tillinghast will be inducted to the
World Golf Hall of Fame in July
of this year.
Recently, the Peterborough Examiner published an article on their
website announcing that Kawartha Golf and Country Club
has a tentative deal to sell 22.54
acres of land to fund its revitalization plan. The plan includes a
new clubhouse, practice facility
and the relocation of two holes
that will be taken out of play by
the sale. More details may be
found
at
www.thepeterboroughexaminer.c
om.

Sunningdale Golf and Country
Club. While at Sunningdale the
Championship was played on a
route that incorporated holes on
the Stanley Thompson Course
and the Robbie Robinson Course.
On the same theme, PGA Canada has announced that the PGA
Women’s
Championship
of
Canada will return this summer
to the Burlington Golf and Country Club. This great Stanley
Thompson course will host the
event from July 20 to July 22.
Classic golf courses can stand up
to the test of time for elite golfers
as well.
John Smith and Jamie Harris
have written an excellent article
on how and why classic golf
courses need to evolve over time.
They have used Stanley Thompson’s Green Gables course in PEI
as an illustration. We hope you
will enjoy the article.

The PGA Tour Canada recently
announced that the Tour Champi- Here is to a long and wonderonship will be played for the next ful golf season ahead.
three years at Highland Country
Grant
Club, a great Stanley layout. This
follows two years at the
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Green Gables Golf Club:
The Winds of Change and
the Sands of Time
A 1946 advertisement titled
“Garden of the Gulf” describes
Prince Edward Island as “ an aircooled, windswept, sun-kissed,
wave-washed land.” Cavendish
beach with its red sandstone cliffs
and sand dunes is one of the
most beautiful places on the island. Cavendish beach was included as part of Prince Edward
Island National Park when it was
established in 1936. The beach is
near Green Gables House which
was chosen to be a centerpiece of
the new park. The Cavendish
house from Lucy Maud Montgomery’s novel did not actually
have green gables in 1936 but it
was painted as such by the Parks
Branch in the hope that it might
someday become a tourist attraction.
The real and the major attraction
of the new park was a Stanley
Thompson designed golf course.
The plan was for Green Gables
House to serve as the golf clubhouse and as tea rooms for both
golfers and non-golfers. Correspondence from the time tells us
that Stanley Thompson had read
Anne of Green Gables very carefully and that he was trying to
integrate, preserve and highlight
elements of nature from the novel
into the golf course. As late as
1949 Thompson expressed some
frustration when it seemed that

Figure 1—Cavendish Beach

no one was paying attention to
his suggestions.

as he designed them. Upon viewing the course we think that Stanley Thompson would reflect a
However, despite his later frustra- moment, then smile and knowtions, initially Thompson was ex- ingly give his nod of approval.
cited that the golf course he designed in 1938 would be the first Significant changes take place on
and only true seaside course in
golf courses over time for a wide
Canada and indeed his 1938 plans variety of reasons. At Green Gaare titled ‘The Links at Green bles Golf Club, the first cause for
Gables’.
change was the wind that blows
off the Gulf of St. Lawrence and
The Golf Course - Purposeful its effect on the shifting red sand
Change
dunes of Cavendish beach. The
second cause was the popularity
Imagine Stanley Thompson visit- of a fictional freckle faced pigtail
ing today’s Green Gables Golf wearing redheaded girl named
Club in Prince Edward Island Na- Anne. The agents of change of the
tional Park. Unrolling his original original 1938 design were Stanley
1938 plans, Thompson would find Thompson himself, his disciple
that four holes not on his plans C.E. (Robbie) Robinson and finalare now part of the golf course. ly Thomas McBroom. Each of the
He would also find that another changes were carefully considfive of his holes have been altered ered and each helped shape the
and he would find nine holes just
Green Gables Golf Club of today.
Page 2

DORMIE | The Stanley Thompson Society—April 2015
Green Gables Golf Club
(cont’d from page 2)

Change Step by Step

course is completed I rather fancy
The Sea Side Holes
reversing the nines will prove
Green Gables Golf Club is bisect- better, for it so happens the water
ed by Cavendish Road leaving front holes which are now 10 to
some holes on the north or sea
side and some on the south or 18 have unexpectedly turned out
farmland side. Below is Stanley to be the most difficult. So the
Thompson’s 1938 plan of the sea crust is left to the last as it should
side holes. What follows is a re- be.”
view of changes to those holes.
(cont’d on Page 4)
Change Number 1
The golf course officially opened
on July 20,1939. Before the course
opened, Stanley Thomson made
the decision to reverse the two
nines. In a letter dated November
17,1938 he wrote; “ Now that the
Figure 2—1938 plan of seaside holes
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Green Gables Golf Club
(cont’d from page 3)
Change Number 2
In December 1946, Stanley
Thompson abandoned his par 3
13th hole. The hole was a formidable 240 yards into the wind off
the gulf. Thompson writes; “
due to heavy blow off the dunes
on the 13th and 14th greens it was
found advisable to make a little
rearrangement of the course at
this point.”
Figure 3—Photo thought to be of the original 13th green

To replace the 13th, Thompson
built a new par 3 of similar length
on to wet the sand and prevent it
much further inland but still on
drifting very far. Finally, he
the seaside of the course just east
suggested that with a new highof the 12th hole.
way built between Cavendish
beach and the golf course, he exChange Number 3
pected the sand would no longer
Also in December 1946, Thompbe a problem. Contrary to Stanley
son moved his par 4, 330 yard
Thompson’s expectation, the
14th hole which ran parallel to the
dunes continued to encroach on
dunes. He built a new tee inland
the golf course and the highway
to the South and a new green also
is now gone. Although it seldom
inland and near the Northwest
happened, in this case the score
corner of the Lake of Shining Wawas Mother Nature 1 : Stanley
ters. The hole then became a
Thompson 0.
sweeping dog leg.
Change Number 4
Finally, Thompson also moved
the 15th tee south and away from
the dunes. In a 1949 report
Thompson advised the use of stable brooms to brush the sand off
the 14th green and 15th tee to
preserve the grass. He further
suggested that when there was a
sand storm in the summer, the
water sprinklers should be turned

the towel’ and admit defeat in the
battle with Mother Nature.

Change Number 6 - (1980 - 1985)
To deal with the 4 holes lost to the
dunes, Robinson did 3 things.
First, he built an entirely new 15th
hole on the west edge of the seaside property. Second, he built a
new 13th hole on the east edge of
the sea side property but he used
Thompson’s original 11th green.
Third, he reversed the direction of
the 11th hole so that it now runs
north to south and to a new green.
Change Number 5
Once Robinson finished his work
(1980 - 1985) C.E.(Robbie) Robin- in 1985 there were five holes reson was hired by Parks Canada to maining on the sea side of
reroute Green Gables. One of the Cavendish Road.
first steps he took was to eliminate
the remaining ‘dunes’ holes the
(cont’d on Page 5)
12th, 14th and 15th. Robinson who
had worked with Stanley Thompson at Green Gables in 1939 made
the decision to finally ‘throw in
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Green Gables Golf Club
(cont’d from page 4)

overall growth of PEI as a tourist playing in the bunkers at the back
destination.
of
the 9th green as young
The huge crowds coming to children are wont to do. For these
reasons, C.E. Robinson made the
Figure 4—Vintage postcard view of the 9th green
following changes:
Change Number 1
The unique elevated 9th green
had to be abandoned and a new
green built so that the hole became a slight dog leg right. (this
hole is now #11).
Change Number 2
To further redirect play Robinson
relocated Thompson’s 8th green.

The Farmland Holes:
Green Gables House which had
been a sleepy golf clubhouse and
tea rooms in 1939 had become a
major international tourist attraction by 1980. Guided tours of the
house which had begun in 1968
were now in very high demand
and large crowds of people were
visiting. Due to an odd quirk of
history and to what initially was
the bemused incomprehension of
Islanders, tens of thousands of
Japanese tourists began arriving
each summer to visit the home of
Anne of Green Gables. A whole
burgeoning industry developed
around the Anne character (she is
now a registered trademark) and
this in turn contributed to the

Change Number 3
For similar reasons, Thompson’s
1st and 18th holes were combined
to make a new 18th hole which
finished where a new clubhouse
Green Gables House lead to safe- was situated.
ty concerns especially, for
example, when young children
(cont’d on Page 6)
began rolling down the slope and
Figure 5—The slightly downhill, sidehill all carry approach to
the elevated 9th green
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(cont’d from page 5)

Figure 6 - Green Gables 1990

Change Number 4
Robinson built three entirely new
holes to make up for the holes that
had been lost. Seven original
Thompson holes remained on the
south side of Cavendish Road as
shown on the 1990 aerial map.
Thomas McBroom
Thomas McBroom's terms of reference from Parks Canada were:
to remodel the existing layout so
that all holes would reflect the
original Thompson heritage landscape; to ensure that Thompson's
design criteria of enjoyment and
playability for all skill levels was
met; and to update the course to
suit the modern game. His firm
was hired in 2005, 20 years after
Robinson had completed his remodeling, to develop a long range
master plan, followed by construction drawings in 2006, site
work in 2007, and official opening
in August 2008. Work included
updates to the irrigation system,
changes to turf grasses, and installation of both longer and shorter
tees. The original 1938 Stanley
Thompson drawing and air photos were used to locate and add
bunkers that had not been previously built, and to restore those
that had been built over 69 years
ago. The bunker/mound complexes on the newer Robinson holes ability to restore Thompson
were rebuilt in the Thompson mound/bunker complexes is
style. An example of McBroom's

shown in the following photos of
the current tenth hole.
(cont’d on page 7)
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Green Gables Golf Club
(cont’d from page 6)

store someone else's work without garies of the wind, the enadding something of themselves
croachment of the dunes and
the popularity of Anne of Green
Figure 7 - 2011
Gables made change inevitable.
Robbie
Robinson
deserves
recognition for his stellar effort
in preserving his mentor’s
work. However, the styles of the
two men varied significantly
which resulted in obvious and
different visual impacts particularly in green and bunker treatments which lead to a golf
course with two different styles.
Thomas McBroom took the dual
personality of Green Gables and
brilliantly revamped it back to
where it is again pure Stanley
Thompson. Our opinion is that
Figure 8 - 1939
if Stanley Thompson saw today’s course he would indeed
nod in approval. Once more a
game at Green Gables Golf Club
is a must on the list of every
golfing tourist going to Atlantic
Canada.

These pictures illustrate how
well McBroom captured the
original bunker/mounding interaction. The same can be said for
the rest of the course. The original heritage landscape has been
perfectly restored. It is very
difficult for an architect to re-

There is no need to alter this
golf course in the future as it is
as good as it can be. All efforts
should now be focused on the
preservation of this national
monument for the enjoyment of
current and future generations.
but in this case, the writers prefers this national monument for the
to think that McBroom's success enjoyment of current and future
here was due to his similar artistic generations.
ability and talent.
John Smith and Jamie Harris
Final Thoughts
Stanley Thompson built a sea side
golf course in PEI in 1938. The vaPage 7
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Scarboro Golf & Country
Club
architect
A.
W.
Tillinghast to be inducted into World Golf Hall of Fame
Scarboro Golf & Country Club architect A.W. Tillinghast is one of
four distinguished honourees who
will be enshrined into the World
Golf Hall of Fame & Museum as
the Class of 2015.
Scarboro members are thrilled
that Laura Davies, David Graham,
Mark O’Meara and Tillinghast
will be inducted on Monday, July
13, 2015 at the University of St Andrews, just blocks from the Old
Course, host site of that week’s
144th Open Championship.
“Tillie’s induction into the World
Golf Hall of Fame is ridiculously
long overdue. He should have
been in there from when the hall
first opened,” says Canadian golf
course architect Ian Andrew of
Brantford, ON. It was Andrew,
along with noted American golf
course architect Gil Hanse, who
completed a sympathetic restoration of all known Tillinghast features and the removal of all recent
changes to the course to return it
to its original character in the fall
of 2007.
“You could argue that he is the
greatest American golf course architect of all time.” says Andrew
who has played most of Tillinghast’s layouts still considered

among the world’s best and used
frequently for golf’s major championships. Bethpage State Park,
Winged Foot, Baltusrol GC, San
Francisco GC, Quaker Ridge, Fenway GC, Somerset Hills and Baltimore Country Club at Five Farms
in Maryland, where London, ON,
golfer Sandy Somerville won the
1932 U.S. Amateur, are all Tillinghast designs.

Scarboro is the lone Tillinghast
design in Canada. The club hired
him in 1924 to rebuild the initial
George Cumming layout at a cost
of $40,000 and Tillinghast`s layout
opened for play in 1926. Since that
time Scarboro has hosted four
Canada Open Championships and
numerous other international and
national events within the amateur and professional ranks.

Born in 1874, Albert Warren
(A.W.) Tillinghast took golf lessons from Old Tom Morris, was
an admirer of St Andrews, and
used that knowledge to become a
true pioneer of American golf. He
was a prolific architect, having
worked on 265 plus courses including more than 100 original
designs in the U.S. courses to his
credit. He was also an original
member of the PGA of America
and authored a slew of books
about the game. He died in 1942
in Toledo, Ohio.

“We are thrilled that Tillinghast is
finally being recognized by the
World Golf Hall of Fame. His significant talent and genius are evident on every hole when playing
this great golf course,” says Neil
Rooney, Scarboro’s Chief Operating Officer. “We are proud to have
his name connected to Scarboro
and the club will continue to preserve and enhance the legacy of
his classic design in the decades to
come.”

“It’s like a piece of art. You look
at Tillinghast, you look at Alistair
MacKenzie, you look at Donald
Ross, you look at designers of that
era, like David (Graham) pointed
out, those guys were artists,”
O’Meara said during a Hall of
Fame interview. “They just had
great pieces of property, great
land, great vision, and golf will
always stand the test of time even
though players hit it further and
equipment is better and this and
that.”

Andrew believes Tillinghast was a
genius when it came to creating
par-3s. You only need to play
Scarboro’s second, fourth, 11th and
14th holes to experience that brilliance. “Of all of the architects of
his time, Tillinghast was the one
who manufactured greens sites.
He was a creator and a constructor. He would bring material together to make things more dramatic than they would have been.
He was not afraid to go really big
and that set him apart,” Andrew
added.
(cont’d on page 9)
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A.W. Tillinghast
(cont’d from page 8)

Figure 10—Clive Barber No. 4

Andrew says Scarboro is worthy
of study when it comes to understanding golf course architecture.
In his books, the course is home to
some of the greatest green sites
you’ll find anywhere and its strategic grass-faced bunkers that
now hang on the edge of putting
surfaces make them all the more
interesting.
“In my mind Scarboro doesn’t get
its due as a great place to play
golf,” he says. “Strategically it’s a
lot of fun to play and one of the
best courses in Canada.”

Figure 11—Clive Barber No. 18 and Clubhouse

This is the first Class to be elected
by the Hall of Fame’s Selection
Commission, which debated a
group of 16 Finalists. The four
members of the Class of 2015 each
Figure 9—A.W. Tillinghast

passed the required 75 percent Sorenstam and included the memvoting threshold – approval by at bers of the World Golf Foundation
least 12 of the 16 members. The Board of Directors and a mix of
Selection Commission was co- institutional and at-large seats.
chaired by Hall of Fame members
Nancy Lopez, Arnold Palmer,
Brent Long
Gary
Player,
and
Annika
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2014 Stanley Thompson Classic

Heather and Claudia at reception desk

David Moote leading grace

Garry McKay toasting Stanley Thompson in Gaelic

Dinner on the patio

Michael Cruickshank—Master of Ceremonies
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2014 Stanley Thompson Classic

Jay Peters, our Chairman

Keith Cutten accepting his
Graduate Studies Scholarship

Jamie Harris introduces our guest speaker

Christine Fraser, our 2013 Graduate Studies
Scholarship winner introduces our 2014 winner

Cecelia Paine of the University of Guelph talks about the
special relationship with the Stanley Thompson Society

Tim O’Connor delivers a wonderful talk on the
history of The Ladies’ Golf Club of Toronto
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2014 Stanley Thompson Classic

Trying to get in the last bid!

David Moote expressing thanks to our host club’s
President, Barb Hejduk and Julian Cusworth,

Stanley Thompson Foundation Chair, Larry Smithers,
announces the tournament winners

2014 Stanley Thompson Classic winners!
Denis Page, Geoffrey Moote, Kevin Moote, David Moote

Now that’s a golf cart!
John Smith and Mark Seymour setting out in style
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